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Forum Two
Atlantic Slave Trade
Image: http://www.slaveryimages.org/s/slaveryimages/item/1983
The image titled “Sale of Enslaved Africans and Transport to Slave Ship, mid-18th century" shows Africans seated on the beach guarded by a White man with a whip. Ships that are supposed to transport them are seen in the vicinity. The ships are waiting for the trading and branding process to be complete. The Africans are displayed for sale in a public market where the traders examine them before the sale. The white man licks a slave's chin to determine his age and health from the taste of his sweat. A slave has a brand on his arm to show that he is ready to be purchased. There is a canoe ferrying new purchased slaves to the ship. There are slaves on the harbor crying and wailing at the sight of their colleagues being given away. 
The picture shows that the trans-Atlantic slave trade involved the transportation of millions of Africans from their homes to the Americas to be sold as laborers. The triangular trade supported the economy of Africa, Europe, and America. The picture supports the concepts that the ships left Africa contained slaves that had been traded for goods from Europe. The slaves were exchanged for merchandise such as gun powder, textile, pearls, and other manufactured goods (UNESCO, n. d). The ships from Africa crossed the Atlantic to America to work in plantations. Lastly, America was connected to Europe where the slave traders transported agricultural goods such as coffee, rice, tobacco, sugar, and cotton produced by slaves. Consequently, the slave trade led to European goods such as glassware, textile, gun powder, beads, pottery, and iron being brought into Africa. The trade jumpstarted the economy of Africa and the epitomized African civilization since it opened her to the outside world. On the negative side, the slave led to the brutalization of Africans and the destruction of social systems.
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